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PhDbackin
distance mode
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NEW DELHI, AUGUST 30
After a gap of seven years
IGNOU and state open uni
versities have been permit-
ted to offer PhD and MPhil
programmes (non-technical
courses) in distance mode
HRD Minister Prakast
Javadekar said today.

Following a 2009 UGC regu-
lation, some open universi-
ties had stopped offering
PhD in distance mode
IGNOU, however, had contin:
ued its research programmes
indistance mode till 2014.

In 2012, the charge of the
Distance Education Council
was  transferred fromx
IGNOU to UGC. Subse
quently, it was renamed the
Distance Educatior
Bureau. The bureau came
up with a new set of rules
asking open universities tc
seek UGC approval for all
their courses every year.

The universities were alsc
required to submit an affi
davit stating that they
would not offer any course
online, nor would they offer
a research progarmme
IGNOU, therefore, discon
tinued its research pro
grammes in 2014.

The decision to allow
research programmes ir
distance mode was taker
last week. Quality o
research programmes ir
distance mode was among
the reasons why UGC
1ssued the 2009 regulation.
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